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588 THE JOURNAL OF PHILOSOPHY 

NOTES AND NEWS 

In the August Comptes Bendus of the Academie des Sciences there 
appears a communication from Dr. M. Kunz (of Dresden) relating the 
result of an inquiry made by him into the popular notion that blind 
people develop a kind of sixth sense, giving them notice, other than 
through their eyes, of the proximity of objects. The result of the experi- 
ments that he describes, vouched for by a great number of German doctors 
who assisted him, is that no such sense exists, but that the appearances 
mistaken for it are due to increased sensitiveness of the skin only. This 
is generally limited to the skin of the face, whence it can be expelled by 
the use of cocaine and the like, and is non-existent at the top of the head 
and the back of the neck. It never appears, he says, in persons who have 
become blind as the result of an injury, but is to be found in many who 
are not blind at all, including those who suffer from hysteria. It is also 
entirely independent of hearing, and is sometimes found among those who 
are not only blind, but deaf as well. — Athanwum. 

Ccenolium has undertaken to elicit, by means of an elaborate question- 
naire, an account of the religious beliefs, conceptions, and opinions of a 
large number of individuals. The results of the inquiry, which, it is 
hoped, will be of great psychological interest and throw much light on the 
subject of religion, will be published in Ccenohium's Almanac for 1912. 
Copies of the questionnaire may be obtained from the editor of Cwnobium, 
Lugano, Italy. 

Dr. W. L. Johannsen, professor of plant physiology in the University 
of Copenhagen, will deliver a series of lectures on " The Modern Prin- 
ciples of Heredity " at Columbia University, under the auspices of the 
departments of botany and zoology, from October 13 to November 3. 
The topics of the several lectures are : " The Problem of Personal Char- 
acters," " The Problem of Unit Factors," " Problems of Correlation and 
Sex," and " The Problem of New Biotypes." 

Mr. Heinemann announces under the title of " The Modern Criminal 
Science Series " translations of some of the most interesting volumes by 
Continental writers on different phases of crime and criminality. The 
first four to appear will be: "Criminal Psychology," by Hans Gross; 
" Modern Theories of Criminality," by C. Bernaldo de Quiros ; " Crime : 
its Cause and Kemedies," by Cesare Lombroso ; and " Criminal Sociology," 
by Enrico Ferri. 

Professor Frederick Starr, of the University of Chicago, whose 
anthropological studies have covered Mexico, Japan, and the Kongo, sailed 
from Seattle in August for Korea, where he will spend the next few 
months. 

As a memorial to Noah Porter, formerly president and professor of 
philosophy at Yale University, it is proposed to erect a gate at the south 
end of University Avenue at a cost of $18,000. 

Dr. David Spence Hill has been appointed professor of psychology 
and education at Tulane University. 



